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Augustine and Dr. King’s ideas about justice and ethics

Augustine’s idea about justice and ethics
Augustine's ideas start with internal sufferings that he talks about. He says he has been suffering for thirty years. He makes the connections between his sufferings and the disconnections that he was having with God. In other words, his separation with God is the source of problems for him. He believes that the sufferings and the challenges he was going through could only be solved by the almighty God. In all the time he was looking for the remedies and having internal sufferings where happening. The last option that the sort was God. He gets a lot of mises and hits before getting to pinpoint the major cause of the suffering that he had been going through (Book 1, chapter vii).
The suffering that Augustine is talking about is not the suffering of physical harm, rather it is the lack of peace in his life that is making him engage in some other aspects of life like drinking alcohol and having sexual relationships so that they can get to alleviate him from the suffering that he is going through. These are the ones that he is thinking makes him disconnected from the almighty God and that the only way he could be able to obtain justice is through God and doing His will. In short he believes that sin is what has caused his separation with God, and consequently led to his suffering. He feels alleviated from the internal suffering that he was in after meeting with the will of God. He talks about the truth and how the truth should get told to the people on what they do the wrong. Change is based on people’s free will without force. It is upon societies to enact laws of their own to supplement natural law. 
Augustine talks about the morality of the individual, which keeps the person's ethics maintained in such situations where he states that he has no ability to say no. Still, the ethics that make him say no are just not external, but the drive within him and the drive are based on Christianity as the purpose of obedience to God (Book 2, chapter vii).  And the love and respect for things that are not GOD are subject to time, change, and death, and they are guaranteed to his misery over time.
Dr. King’s idea about justice and ethics
Dr. King’s claims that the nonviolent campaigns have four steps that help determine injustice: collection of facts, negotiations, self-purifications, and direct actions (para 6). He is totally against the people who are within their own boundaries. At the same time, they are told that they are foreigners. There is a lot of unjust enrichment in the process of having discrimination in terms of racism in Birmingham. Many of the Negros are getting a ballot of injustice in the courts of law in the United States while there is a lot of bombing in their residence area (para. 6).
Dr King knows that justice can be attained by having many of the conferences and pushing for justice to all in the society as well as having the demonstration. Through these demonstrations they will be able to present their aggrievances of injustices to the government institutions and other relevant authorities. He also believes that attaining justice for the oppressed is not an easy task, and can lead them to jail and suffering. Therefore, they are preparing themselves for the worst that can come their way in the process of attaining justice. According to Dr. King they can be forced to resist some of the goodwill and the responsibilities such as economic withdrawal. He also believes that the negotiations are the best ways to help attain the missing justice, and if it is failing, it has to be done by using direct action. He also believed in creating tension to put out the aggrievances, but through nonviolent means will work well for them.
He also argues that the actions done in peaceful ways should not be condemned. Dr. Kings believes that if we don’t fight for the rights of the weak advocated will precipitate evil that is not ethical. He is also supporting the fact that those supporting the oppressed are victimized by supporting the robber and leaving the robbed people suffering. Justice is never obtained voluntarily by those who are oppressed and that makes it painful to attain since the oppressor in most situations are never ready to grant justice and freedom to those they oppress willingly (para. 11). Those in power wish to maintain the status quo while the poor and oppressed usually advocate for the change in status quo. 
Similarities between Augustine and Dr. Kings’ ethics 
 Both Augustine and Dr. Kings believe in the consciousness of God in doing ethical aspects and having justice to other people. The devotion of Jesus is what they have based in their propagation for justice. Secondly they are both against the use of violent means or ways to harm the body but purely need to have nonviolent and peaceful means of achieving justice. They both believe in peaceful means of advocating for justice. They both believe in philosophical aspects to advocate for the rights of those that are suffering. They all believe in devotion to doing the right thing will make life better than it is currently by having the people know the truth.
Differences

The major difference that exists between Augustine and Dr. King is that the sufferings of the people on Augustine are based upon their disconnection with God. According to Augustine what makes people suffer is their disconnection with God. On the other hand, according to Dr. King, injustice arises from discrimination and prejudice by fellow human beings. Furthermore, Dr. King again believes that the suffering justice and ethics should be upheld by the courts of law. These courts should be the ones that give justice to the people (para, 12). Augustine states that justice stems from the people doing God's will and following his will, and the suffering can only be alleviated by God. Augustine is therefore making the taking of the justices of God on human and the development of the human beings in terms of their spirituality. 
